
EPISODE NO. 307 

 

Acts 12:4-19 

 

Peter Was Thrown in Jail 

 

4 Herod Agrippa I had Peter arrested and put in jail.  He turned Peter over to a group of 

16 soldiers to guard him.  Herod wanted to wait until after the Passover Festival.  Then 

he planned to bring Peter before the people.  5 So, Peter was kept in jail, but the 

congregation was constantly praying to God for Peter. 

 

 

But God Rescued Peter from Certain Death 

 

6 Peter was sleeping between two of the soldiers.  He was bound with two chains.  More 

soldiers were guarding the jail entrance.  It was at night, and Herod planned to bring 

Peter out to the people the next day.  7 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord stood there.  A 

light shined in the cell.  The angel touched Peter on the side and woke him up.  The 

angel said, “Hurry, get up!”  Then the chains fell off of Peter’s hands.  8 The angel said 

to Peter, “Get dressed and put your shoes on.”  So Peter did this.  Then the angel said to 

him, “Put on your robe and follow me.”  9 Then the angel went out and Peter followed.  

Peter didn’t know if the angel was really doing this.  He kept thinking that he might be 

seeing a vision.  10 Peter and the angel went past the first guard and the second guard.  

Then they came to the iron gate which separated them from the city.  The gate opened 

for them by itself.  Peter and the angel went through it and walked about a block.  Then 

the angel suddenly left him. 

 

11 Then Peter realized what had happened.  He thought, “Now I know that the Lord 

really did send his angel to me.  He rescued me from Herod’s control and everything 

which the Jewish people were expecting.” 

 

12 When Peter realized this, he went to Mary’s house.  She was the mother of John.  

(John was also called Mark.)  Many people were gathered there; they were all praying.  

13 Peter knocked on the outside door.  A servant girl named Rhoda came to answer it.  

14 Rhoda recognized Peter’s voice.  She was so happy she even forgot to open the door.  

Instead, she ran inside and told the group, “Peter is at the door!” 

 

15 The believers said to Rhoda, “You are crazy!”  But she kept insisting that it was true.  

So they said, “It must be Peter’s angel.” 

 



16 Peter continued to knock.  When the believers opened the door, they saw Peter.  They 

were amazed.  17 Peter made a sign with his hand to tell them to be quiet.  He explained 

to them how the Lord led him out of jail.  He said, “Tell James and the other brothers 

what happened.”  Then Peter left to go to another place. 

 

18 The next day, the soldiers were very upset.  They wondered what had happened to 

Peter.  19 Herod looked everywhere for Peter, but couldn’t find him.  Herod asked the 

guards many questions and tortured them.  Then he gave the order that the guards be 

killed. 

 


